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Baurton and Stow, Brid dgnorth, Brom Eee, Hook- 
norton, Lziceſter, Leominſter, Middleton 


the great Dodtrines of three equal Perſons in the 
ginal Guilt and Depravity of Mankind; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt imputed; . efficacious. Grace in Re- 


| Saints. | 
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ore, Sutton, Tewkesbury, Upton, Warwick and 
Worceſter ;” met in ASSOCIATION at Birmingham. AM 
on Tugſday in the Whitſun-Week, 1764; maintaining | 


God-head; eternal and perſonal Election; the ori- 


generation; 1 * final Perſeverance of oe. 


the ſeveral Churches 3 1 earneſtly A 
nilbing that Grace and Peace may be anda i 
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CIRCULAR LETTER 


CON —— 5880 e 20003 o K 


| Dear B retbren, 


)EING once more | aſſembled. to "RM of 3 ONE Stat 
| and to conſult what may be conduave to your ſpi 
ritual Welfare; it now remains that we ſend you 
Account of our - annnal Meeting, and give you a Word 

of Advice. | 


Have any if 3 you been Ae in the Duties of Re 
ligion, trifling with the great Things of your Profeſ 
fion, remiſs with regard to Matters of Conſcience 
often abſent from the Houſe of God and the Supper o 

the Lord; have not carefully kept * and 

Cloſet Prayer ; ; but haye made too free with Sin, anc 

the Ways and Works of the World : And hereb 
diftreſt your Paſtors and Fellow Members, darkenec 
your own Evidences, ſtupified your Souls, and grieve 
the holy Spirit. If this has been the unhappy Calc 
with any of you; hear, dear Brethren, | what we woulc 
fay to you in Duty and Love. And we ſhall addreſ 
you, not in our own Names or Language, but in W 
Name and Language of God himſelf. 


X Conſider from whence you, are fallen, and repent 
and do your firſt Works. For he that foweth to hi: 
« Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption ; bur hc 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit rear 
Life everlaſting. Be not weary in well- doing, for in 

« due Seaſon ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. We be 
« ſeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of God, that 


« ye preſent your Bodies a bring Sacrifice, Holy, ac 
8 ceptable 


DI 


C 


« ceptable to God, which | is your reaſonable Service. 
And be ye not conformed to this World, but be ye 
«. transformed by the Renewing of your Minds, that 
ye may prove what is that good and * 2 
0 perfect Will of God.“ 


« Ye were ſometimes Durkneſa but now are e ye 
Light in the Lord; walk as Children of Light.” 


Have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of 
6 Darkneſs; but rather reprove them. And ſee that 
« ye walk circumſpectiy, not as Fools, but as Wiſe, 

redeeming the Time, becauſe the Days are evil. Let 
« no corrupt Communication proceed out of your 
« Mouth, but that which is good to the Uſe of edify- 
« ing, that it may miniſter Grace to the Hearers. Let 
« all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and Anger and Clamour, 
„and Evil-ſpeaking, be put ] from among ou, : 
« with all Malice. 2630 | 


| « Uſeno filthy n. nor x fooliſh kn. nor "ſting which 
« are not convenient ; but rather giving of Thanks. 
And if ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe Things 


that are above. Set your Affections on Things a- 


* bove, not on Things on the Earth. Submit your- 
ſelves therefore to God, reſiſt the Devil, and he will 
flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will 


« draw nigh to you,” 


And be aflured of it, that nothing can give us more 
Joy, than your ſpiritual Proſperity. *Tis this we ſeek, 
and for this we pray. We can fay with the great 
Apoſtle John, That we have no greater Joy, than to 
hear that our Children walk in the Truth.“ We re- 
joice that ye now the Truth, and can zalk of it; bur 
more elpecially that ye walk in it. 5 


There are many Perſons that have ſpeculative No- 
tions of the Truth, and can make a Noiſe t it, and 


do practice what they know, are Chriſtians indeed :---. 


* 


yet in their Hearts and Lives are al and praftic 
Enemies to it; and, indeed, the greateſt Enemies it 
hath. But thoſe that have reliſned the Sweetneſs of 
divine Truth, felt its Power on their Hearts, and deſfird 


Such Chriſtians, dear Brethren, we would have you tt 
be, and ſuch we would hope, you are. And give u 
leave here to note, That practical Godlineſs is the bel 
Proof of a State of Grace, and the ſtrongeſt Evidenc 
of the Heart being right with God. To eſtabliſh the 
Truth of this Remark, we refer you to our Lord" 
Words, Mat. vii. 21. Not every one that ſaith unto me 
Lord, Lord, ſpall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, bi 
he that doth the Will of my Father which is in Heaven 
Nor our Lord, nor we, would by this ſuggeſt, that 
Salvation is of Works in Whole or Part; but tis in. 
rended to ſhew, that Knowledge muſt be reduced ti 
Practice, and in the Chriſtian Life there muſt be Wort 

as well as Words : Otherwiſe, ſuch Profeſſors are but 
as ſouriding Braſs, or the tinkling Symbal. 


We moſt earneſtly beg of you to be careful how you 
act in worldly Matters, and with worldly Men. Let all 
your Doings and Dealings be with the ſtricteſt Honeſty 
and Honour, Mark well your Goings in your own Fa- 
milies, and among your Familiars: Whether you are 
Maſters or Servants, married or fingle, rich or poor; ot! 
| whatever are your Occupations or Callings in the World, 
ſet a Watch over your Hearts, Lips and Lives. Re- 
member that the Intereſts of Religion are more affected 
by the Miſconduct of its Profeſſors, and the Name of 
Chriſt more diſhonoured by their Slips and Falls, than 
bY all that the Enemies of Chriſtianity can ſay or do. 


If you want Motives and Perſunſivet to a holy and 
heavenly Life, we can readily refer you to them; they 
are in the Word of inſpired Pruth, ande are fuch as 
theſe: : | 


« God 


* 1 
God has loved you with an everlaſting Love; 
choſen you in Chriſt before the Foundation of the 

World; predeſtinated you to the Adoption of Sons; 
„ given his own, his holy and beloved Son to die for 
« you ; and he has died for you, and redeemed you to 
« God by his Blood.----Your Iniquities are. pardoned, 
and your Perſons are juſtified ; you are called with an 
holy Calling, and ſhall be ſaved with an everlaſting 
Salvation. For ?tis the Will of your heavenly Fa- 
ther, to give you the Kingdom; and *tis the Will of 
your Redeemer and Lord, that you ſhould be with 
him to behold his Glory.” L?“ DE 


nnddeed the Purity of the divine Law is ſufficient to 
convince us of the Neceſſity and Beauty of a holy 
life; but the Promiſſes and Priviledges of the Goſpel 


in the Paths of Duty and a good Life. 


When our Hearts are enlarged by the Efficacy and 
Power of the Goſpel of Grace, our Feet run m the 
Ways of God's Commands. In this conſiſts the Glory 
of godly Perſons and real Chriſtians; and herein lies 
the Difference between them and ſuch who have only a 
Form of Godlineſs, and never felt the Power thereof. 


We haye yet many Things to ſay to you, and lay 
before you, (for God be thanked that we can ſolemnly 
gure you, our Hearts are filled with Love to your 
Gols, and 'tis your Welfare we ſeek and wiſh) but we 
muſt content ourſelves with hinting a few Things more 
a preſent: And Oh! may it pleaſe God, to make our 
laſtructions as uſeful to you, as they are well meant by 
us, R 


We earneſtly recommend to you the careful Obſer- 
nance of Days of Faſting and Prayer. This is a neceſ- 
ary and delightful Duty; and many have found it good 


for 


redouble our Obligations, and moſt ſweetly allure us on BY 


——— 


for them to ö draw nigh to God in. this i And | 
ſuch have been Seaſons of Refreſhing from the re. 
ſence of the Lord. | 

Tis a Mercy that v we have a God, who is our God, 
to go unto ; and that we have a Mediator and Interceſ- 
ſor with kits : Let us draw near therefore with true 
Hearts, and in a full Aſſurance of Faith; let us come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 
Mliercy, and find Grace to help in Time of Need. Oh 
Brethren, watch and pray, faſt and r, that TE en: 
ter not into Tempration. 


Permit us to.give you a friendly Hint with regard to 
your Books and Reading. It may be feared, perhaps, 
| that ſome who have but little Time in their Hands, ſpend 
too much of that Time in reading the Works of Men, 
and negle© the precious Word of God. *Tis for fuch 
we intend the preſent Caution ; and would beg of you, 
dear Friends, that rather than you ſhould negle@ the 
Reading of the Bible to read the Books of Men, you 
would neglect even ſome worldly Affairs, to read thi 
Book of God. Oh! may the Lord's Statutes be yo 
Songs in the Houſe of your Pilgrimage; and the Lan 
of his Mouth better to * than Thouſands of Gold and 
Silver. 


Me entreat you to pay the moſt ſacred and con 
ſciencious Regard to the Lord's Day. Don't think 
ſufficient to attend once or twice on the ſtated Mean 

and Miniſtry of the Word; but endeavour to keep a 

the Day holy to the Lord. On the one Hand, labo 

to avoid, not only all ſervile Works, but all Manner 

Converſation, and even Thoughts about the Work 
On the other, endeavour to ſpend the whole Da 
in a devotional, ſerious and religious Manner; and e 
pecially before and after public Worſhip, give Attel 
dance to Reading, Meditation, r Converpdon an 
| Ca S | 
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The Manner in which that Part of God's Law re- 
ſpecting the Sabbath; is introdueed, is equally beauti- 
ful and weighty, Remember that thou keep holy the Sab- 
bath Day. God grant that theſe Words may be writ- 
ten on all your Hearts, and be very preſent in all your 
Thoughts, on the Morning of every Day of Reſt, 
while you are in the World; j that ſo you might not do 
your own Pleaſure. on God's holy Day, but call the 
Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the Lord honourable, 


and honour him; not doing your own Ways, nor find- : 


ing your own Pleaſures, nor ſpeaking your- own 
Words. And remember, that tis not long e're you 
maſt appear before the Judgment-Seat of the Son of 


Man, who is Lord alſo of the n Day. | 


As to ,.the State of; the . though: they are 


not without Complaints, yet upon the Whole are in 
peace, and Proſperous; have Plenty of the 
Means, and the Goſpel in its Purity. Bleſſings of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to their Joy and Encreaſe, While 
in their militant State. Eighty-two have been added by 
Baptifin this Year, and Nineteen removed v” Dn.” 


Now, dear Brethren, what ſhall we ſay more ; our 
Mouth is opened to you, our Heart is enlarged : - We 
ſhould gladly continue our Admonitions, and lengthen 
out our Inſtructions and Exhortations, but Time for- 
bids; and therefore we commend you to God, and the 
Word of his Grace, which is able to build you up, and 
o give you an Inheritance among all them that are 
ſanctified. | Wks 


And remain, and | fubſerib TRY your moſt af- 
 Fedtionate Brethren, in the Bonds of the Goſpel | 
of the Gract of God. © 


Signed June 13, in Behalf of che whole 
Aſſembly, by the Moderator, 


JOHN POYNTING. 


9 
MIN U TES of the ASSOCIATION. 


| On Monday Evening. the Meſſengers being me 
ſome Time was improved in Prayer, and the Letter 
| from the ſeveral Churches read. A private Meeting 


for Prayer and Conference, relative to the Affairs 0 
the Churches, was held on Tueſday Morning. The pub 
lick Meeting was opened at 10 O'Clock by Brothe 
Zahn Buttertvorth; Brother James Butterworth proceed 
cd in Prayer ; Brother Beddome preached from 2 Cs 
1 14.3 Brother Finight then prayed; Brother 4 
| preached from As vill. 5, 6, 7, 8; and Brother Sone 
| concluded in Prayer, and difmiffed the Aſſembly. 


Wee met tegether the ſame Evening for Prayer, an 
to review the State of the Churches, and appointe 
Brother Turner to draw up the Circular Letter. | 


i. *. $$$. 


On Wedneſday Morning 2 CirmlayLewer was read 
and approved, and. the ITY Glan tl 
with 3 ES a 1 5 * 


The next 3 to 3 at Bourton on the Mate 
to meet on Tueſday Evening in the Whitſun Week 
Brother Turner and Brother M\Gowan- to preach, a 


in Caſe of Failure, Brothers W, vodman or Thomas. Z 


NV. B. As it hath pleaſed God to remove out of t 
World of Sin and Sorrow our beloved Brother, Jo 
Overbury, and as the Church late under 
this affecting Providence, left deſtitute ; Vee 
entreat the Siſter Aſſociate Churches, to give them 
the Aſſiſtance in their Power; not only by their Cou 
| ** and Prayers,” but by ſending them Supplies. 
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